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Introduction
Traveling with young children raises many questions,
especially about seating and costs. Parents flying with
infants often ask how to add a lap child to their
reservation under the american airlines lap child policy.
Understanding how American Airlines defines lap
children, eligibility criteria, age limits, and associated
charges can make travel preparation much easier. 

This presentation provides clear guidance on adding a
lap child, what rules apply in 2026, and how to handle
check-in and boarding without confusion.

 • Age limits
 • Policy steps
 • Fees & documentation



What Is the American
Airlines Lap Child
Policy?
The american airlines lap child policy allows infants under
a certain age to travel on an adult’s lap without occupying a
separate seat. This policy applies to domestic and many
international flights, though rules vary slightly by region.
Airlines encourage early communication about lap infants so
paperwork and seating arrangements can be prepared before
arrival at the airport.

Key features:

 • Infant onboard on lap
 • Not occupying a seat
 • Applies on many routes

https://www.farehubdesk.com/Blog/american-airlines-infant-policy
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Under the american airlines lap child policy, infants typically must be under 2 years old on
the day of travel to qualify as a lap child. Once they reach age 2, a paid seat is required.
Some international routes have specific requirements or documentation checks, so
parents should verify before booking.
Age rules include:

 • Under 2 years = lap child
 • 2+ years = paid seat
 • Route-specific checks

Age Requirements for Lap
Children



How to Add a Lap
Child During Booking
When booking a flight on the American Airlines
website or app, the american airlines lap child
policy allows you to add an infant as a lap child in
the passenger details section. Input the child’s
name and date of birth. This ensures the system
recognizes the lap child and doesn’t charge a seat
for them.

Steps include:

 • Enter passenger info
 • Add infant DOB
 • Confirm lap child status



Adding a Lap Child
After Booking
If you forgot to add a lap child during booking, the
american airlines lap child policy still allows updates
later. You can modify the reservation online or call
customer support. It’s best to add a lap child as soon as
possible to avoid issues at check-in.

Post-booking options:

 • Manage reservation
 • Call support
 • Update passenger list



Fees Associated with
Lap Children

American Airlines typically does not charge a separate
fare for lap children under the american airlines lap child
policy on domestic flights. However, government taxes or
international carrier charges may still apply. Some
international routes impose a small charge even for lap
kids.

Fee types may include:

 • Govt tax only
 • Intl service charges
 • Fare exceptions



Documentation
Required

To comply with the american airlines lap child policy,
parents should carry proof of age for the infant. A
birth certificate or passport is often required for
international travel, while domestic flights may also
ask for ID.

Required docs include:

 • Birth certificate
 • Passport (if needed)
 • Infant ID



Common Questions
Parents Ask
Parents often ask whether the lap child counts
toward passenger limits, how carry-on allowance
changes, or what happens if connecting. The
american airlines lap child policy clarifies that lap
infants usually travel with the adult’s baggage
allowances and clearest guidelines are available
online.

FAQs often include:

 • Seat requirements
 • Baggage rules
 • Connection handling



Need help with baggage rules,
bookings, or travel planning?
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